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BACKGROUND 

The European Union-supported Intra-ACP Agriculture Policy Programme (APP) implemented by the 
Pacific and Caribbean regions with links to Africa through the Netherlands based Centre for Technical 
Assistance in Agriculture (CTA) is aimed at linking the needs of smallholder farmers to markets 
through clear, evidence-based policies, research and development and capacity building.   
 
The Pacific component of the APP is implemented by the Pacific Community (SPC) in 15 Pacific ACP 
countries: Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Nauru, Niue, 
Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu.   

 
The Key Result Areas for the programme are: 

1. Strengthen regional agricultural development strategy. 
2. Improve the dissemination and adoption of applied agricultural production 

research technologies. 
3. Contribute to agricultural enterprise development through improved market 

linkages. 
 
The program commenced in June 2014 and was to initially operate for 2.5 years to March 2017. At 
the end of 2016, the SPC Pacific component of the APP received a time extension and will end on 31 
May 2018.  The Caribbean’s’ and CTA components of the APP ceased in March 2017.  

 

PURPOSE 

The APP is now in its final year and has delivered a number of key regional and national results. The 
objectives of this meeting are to:  

(i) take stock of a range of results from the APP covering policy, climate smart agriculture 
and farmer capacity management. See program link ; 



 

                    

 
 
 
 

(ii) launch new regional portals for Agricultural Policies and Agricultural research   – 
important mechanisms for sharing information, promoting economies of scale and 
promoting regional complementary effort (see note on launch below); 

(iii) to discuss lessons learnt and seek to scale key achievements made to date ; 
(iv) to seek and build on initatives that will continue strengthen regional collaboration and 

strategic dialogue on Pacific agriculture.   

Importantly, the meeting will look to take forward strategic ideas and results to the upcoming Pacific 
Heads/Ministers of Agriculture meetings (HOAFS/MOAFS) scheduled for the week of 16-20 October 
2017 in Port Vila, Vanuatu.  Proposed go forward  ideas include: 

(i) A plan to strengthen base Agricultural information and mechanisms – regionally and 
nationally—building on the momentum of the vcarious portals, mechanisms and 
capacity programs now in place. 

(ii) A plan to strengthen agriculture planning capacity, cooperation  and support using other 
models/experiences  

(iii) Endorsement of a range of regional strategies including Extension and Statistics 

TARGETED PARTICIPANTS 

This Meeting is targeted specifically at Permanent Secretaries/CEOs/DGs of Agriculture of the 15 
Pacific Island Countries and Territories: Representatives of Governments and Administrations of the 
Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Nauru, Niue, Palau, 
Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu. 

 

BACK TO BACK MEEETING 

This APP Steering Meeting is held back to back with a Regional Meeting of Pacific Researchers and 
Extension Officers also held under the EU supported APP implemented by SPC LRD.  This Meeting 
will put forward a few key initiatives forward to the Vanuatu Ministers of Agriculture meeting 
through this Steering meeting  
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LAUNCH 

 

The Land Resources Division of SPC, under the auspices of the European Union-supported Intra-ACP 
Agricultural Policy Programme (APP), will be launching two new portals or online systems - the 
Pacific Agriculture Policy Banks and the Pacific Agriculture Information Systems (PAIS). 

The launch will take place at 5.00pm Thursday 31 August at Novotel Hotel, Nadir, Fiji.  

A brief description of the portals: 

 A research portal – a new online research information system to better capture and 
disseminate agriculture research reports in the region. The Pacific Agriculture Information 
System (PAIS) consolidates research reports from Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Fiji 
and Vanuatu and already has over 37,000 digital records logged into the system. 
 

 The regional Pacific Agriculture Policy portal - electronic libraries of agricultural policy 
information of 15 Pacific countries (www.spc.int/pafpnet/policy-bank). Where anyone can 
easily access agriculture policy information – locally or abroad. This is a simple fix on what 
was a recurring problem for stakeholders – the inability to access documents and find out 
what the countries plans and priorities were for this all important sector.  

 

http://www.spc.int/pafpnet/policy-bank

