
           

 

TONGA AGRICULTURE SECTOR PLAN AND  

POLICY BANK LAUNCH 

CONCEPT NOTE 

A. Venue / Dates 

 

Time: 6-8pm 

Date: Friday 22 July 2016 

Venue: Davina House Conference Centre, Nuku’alofa, Tonga. 

 

B. Background   

 

Clear, evidence based national agriculture policies are critical to ensure that there is a coherent 

plan for Government, farmers, private sector and other stakeholders to sustain rural 

livelihoods, secure food security and collectively grow the agricultural sector and its 

contribution to national development. 

Tonga’s Ministry of Agriculture, Food, Fisheries and Forestry (MAFFF) has recently completed 

the first Tonga Agriculture Sector Plan (TASP) 2016-2020. This has been an impressive 

achievement – a process of several years of hard work, consultations, review and planning. The 

TASP presents the vision and priorities of the sector to contribute to Tonga’s economic growth 

and sustained food security in light of a changing climate and world economic factors. The TASP 

informs policy dialogue amongst a range of stakeholders from both the public and private 

sectors. 

The Challenge 

Policies need to be made easily accessible to all key stakeholders. Historically, most agriculture 

policy documents in the Pacific have been available only in hardcopy form. Limited resources 

often mean that these documents have limited circulation and are therefore not easily 

accessible – not only to national stakeholders but also international investors, development 

partners, researchers and other institutions. A recent SPC policy study showed that national 

Agriculture Policy documents can vary in format, length and readability (See Table 1, below).  

Detailed documents need to be translated into succinct forms – written or orally – so that 

farmers and stakeholders can easily understand the contents of key policy documents. The legal 

and policy context within Government is also important for clarity. The Agriculture sector itself 

may be governed by several legislations and cross-cutting national policies and implemented 

by different actors, Ministries, agencies etc. Examples are trade, food safety, quarantine, food 



           

security, rural development, youth and health. 

With support from the European Union-supported Pacific Agriculture Policy Project, Tonga’s 

Ministry of Agriculture, Food, Fisheries and Forestry has established its first ever Tonga 

Agriculture Policy Bank. This aims to provide: 

• A repository of key National Agriculture Policy Documents – covering sector and sub-

sector plans and policy documents. This means documents can be easily accessed 

online – nationally and internationally; 

• Translated summaries of key policy documents. This will enable easier 

dissemination to the public and rural stakeholders including forming the basis of 

media outreach; 

• A policy map of key documents and which actors lead key related Policies. 

 

C.  What is Planned? 

 

The event on the evening of Friday 22 July will serve as an official launch for the new Tonga 

Agriculture Sector Plan, which has been developed with support from the World Bank, IFAD 

and UNDP.  To complement the efforts of these development partners, PAPP is supporting 

publication and awareness for the TASP through a Financing Agreement in place with MAFFF.  

This event will officially launch the TASP to sector stakeholders, and will also include a showcase 

of the new Tonga Agriculture Policy Bank. 

A tentative agenda for the event is: 

• Prayer 

• Official Opening – Hon. Fatafehi o Lapaha  

• Minister MAFFF – Launch of new TASP and welcome 

• DDG Aumua – SPC and Tonga partnership and significance of policy banks 

• PAPP Adviser – Policy Bank showcase.  Tonga Policy Bank launched 

 

The launch complements a series of five events that are planned for the week 18-22 July 2016: 

Mon 18 - Tue 19 July: Awareness Workshop on Agricultural Policy, Research and 

Extension  

Wed 20 July:  Agriculture and Fisheries Donor Roundtable, including presentation of the 

new Tonga Agriculture Sector Plan (TASP) and Tonga Fisheries Sector Plan (TFSP) 

Thur 21 July: Agriculture Session during the Government of Tonga Development 

Partners’ Forum 

Fri 22 July (morning): Handover of climate resilient crop varieties by SPC’s Centre for 

Pacific Crops and Trees (CePaCT) 



           

Fri 22 July (evening): Launch of Tonga Agriculture Sector Plan and Policy Bank 

 

 

D. Expected Outcomes 

 

• Increased awareness of the new Tonga Agriculture Sector Plan  

• Awareness of the Agriculture Policy Bank, including the range of documents available 

and accessibility.  

• Distribution of outreach materials, including TASP summary in English and Tongan 

• Effective media coverage on the TASP and APB.  

 

E.  Expected Participants 

• Farmers and Farmer Organisation representatives 

• MAFFF and other relevant Government staff 

• Non-Governmental and Civil Society Organisations 

• Donors and Development partners 

• Private Sector  

• Other agriculture sector stakeholders 

• Media representatives 

 

  



           

 

Table 1 - Snapshot of Pacific Agriculture Policy Documents 

 

 


